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Introduction 

Creating high quality online learning content as part of an EDU project begins with the 

drafting of learning content by subject specialists. To support subject specialists undertaking 

this task, two documents have been created: 

Word template  

Word template guide 

By using the Word template and the guide, subject specialists can create source content 

which, when developed into online format, is clearly laid out, well structured, and enhanced 

by examples, images and links to further learning content. 

The use of the review menu within the template allows writers to share ideas with the EDU 

team, by adding comments, suggestions and links to source materials. 

In the examples shown over the page, the subject specialist for the PDA Supporting 

Individuals with Autistic Spectrum Disorder project provided draft content in the template 

which was developed by the EDU team into learning content as shown. 

As the images illustrate, the formatting with the template directly relates to the content 

structure of the online resource. 

http://staffresources.uhi.ac.uk/support_portal/docs/PDOC13A_writers%20template.dotx
http://staffresources.uhi.ac.uk/support_portal/docs/PDOC13B_writers%20template%20guide.pdf
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Source content in the Word template 
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Online resource developed from template content 

Forge 

Introduction 

FORGE is a visual html editor, developed by Mark Wilkie of the EDU, which enables the quick and 

easy creation of attractive and engaging web-based content (for example, learning objects and 

student handbooks). 

Forge is a UHI core technology used by the EDU to create resources. Forge is also freely available to 

all UHI staff in order to produce content which can be made available to students in Brightspace.  

 
Forge welcome page 
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Guidance 

There is a link to comprehensive guidance on the right side of the Forge launch page. New users 

should familiarise themselves with this material; experienced users should remember it's there 

when they need it. 

In addition, the EDU's Support learning online module features a section on 'Developing learning 

objects in Forge'. Visit this area of the site to find:  

Activities designed to give hands on tuition in using the tool; as well as  

A checklist covering quality issues such as accessibility and copyright compliance;  

There are also guides on making tables and adding accordions.  

Join the Forge user group on Yammer, to receive service notifications, read previously asked 

questions and answers, and to be able to ask for help when you need it.  

Download this guide on how to upload Forge resources to Brightspace.  

 
Forge sample resource 

The benefits of online learning content 

There are a number of benefits in creating online learning content as part of an EDU project 

for both you and the learners. Your learning content can be easily uploaded to the 

university’s virtual learning environment (VLE) and reused as and when required. 

https://brightspace.uhi.ac.uk/d2l/le/content/176861/Home?itemIdentifier=D2L.LE.Content.ContentObject.ModuleCO-1249300&ubp=1
https://brightspace.uhi.ac.uk/d2l/le/content/176861/Home?itemIdentifier=D2L.LE.Content.ContentObject.ModuleCO-1249300&ubp=1
https://brightspace.uhi.ac.uk/d2l/le/content/176861/viewContent/1274323/View
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For learners, the online learning content can be accessed on a range of mobile devices and 

can be reviewed as often as they wish, to support their individual learning needs. This can 

be particularly important where learners may feel remote from their peers and tutors.  

By focusing on core learning content outside of the classroom, the focus of the classroom 

and tutorial sessions can be on clarifying, developing and deepening understanding of 

learning content. 

Quality assurance and further support 

Online content developed by the EDU team is informed by sound practice in technology 

enhanced learning and provides students with learning content which: 

• Is underpinned by current practice in learning design; 

• complies with quality guidelines on accessibility, copyright, and specific university 

standards, including UHI Harvard referencing and branding; 

• adheres to the university’s minimum specifications which comply with the 

requirements of the virtual learning environment. 
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Information panel from 'Assessment feedback and feedforward' 

 

Further support 

A project lead is assigned to each EDU project and you will liaise with them as the project 

takes shape and progresses. 

The Project Lead can provide you with advice, guidance and examples of previous EDU 

projects. 

For queries about the EDU in general or about using existing learning resources please 

contact edu@uhi.ac.uk and your email will be dealt with promptly. 

All EDU projects also have a Project Owner (PO). The primary function of the PO is to 

support the Project Lead to deliver the expected outcomes. POs are instrumental in 

ensuring productive links between writers and the EDU. If you are a PO you might benefit 

from reading our Project Owner's Guide. 

 

mailto:edu@uhi.ac.uk
https://staffresources.uhi.ac.uk/support_portal/resources/project-owner-guide/

	Introduction
	Forge
	Introduction
	Guidance

	The benefits of online learning content
	Quality assurance and further support
	Further support


